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Introduction

1. The New Zealand Wind Energy Association (NZWEA) appreciates the opportunity to provide a submission on the Managing our Wetlands Discussion Document.
2. The Association’s recognises the imperative to protect wetlands and the intent of the Essential Freshwater package of reforms including the National Policy Statement – Freshwater Management (NPS-FM) and National Environmental Standards – Freshwater (NES-F) focus on ‘natural wetlands’.

3. NZWEA supports the current consultation purpose of amending definitions to ensure only those areas intended are captured by the regulations. The Association has comments only on specific questions set out in the Discussion Document that relate to the natural wetland definition, maintenance activities, and a consenting pathway for quarrying as these most closely relate to enabling the development of wind energy.
Definition of a ‘Natural Wetland’ 

4. The Association welcomes the proposal to change the definition to ensure the ‘natural wetland’s definition does not capture heavily modified, exotic pasture-dominated wet areas.

5. We note the Ministry’s recently released Guidance on Defining ‘natural wetlands’ and ‘natural inland wetlands’ intention is to support the interpretation of the NPS-FM and NES-F. 
6. While the Guidance provides a clear meaning and examples for a ‘wetland constructed by artificial means’, it remains that the Guidance has no legal status.  We appreciate that guidance documents are a common and useful tool for aiding interpretation of RMA national documents and support the development and use of guidance. However, there are instances where the Association considers that Guidance should not be a substitute for clear and unambiguous statutory definitions and that it is desirable that statutory definitions should not require additional guidance to aid interpretation.
7. NZWEA therefore recommends that the NPS-FM and NES-F should be amended to provide a specific definition for a ‘wetland constructed by artificial means’ to support exclusion (a) in the definition for ‘natural wetland’, in much the same way that the NPS-FM and NES-F has a specific definition for ‘improved pasture’ to support exclusion (c) in the same definition. 
8. This definition should set out what it includes along the lines of that provided in Section 5.3 of the Guidance, and in turn, would remove the need for or slim down the degree of interpretation that needs to be provided through Guidance.

Better provision for restoration, maintenance and biosecurity activities 

9. Most of the Associations generation members financially contribute to and support restoration and ecological enhancement projects.
10. The Association supports the proposals to address concerns that restoration and maintenance activities are impeded by current regulations in particular:

· Including maintenance in the regulations alongside restoration.
· Permitting the removal of exotic species.

· Enabling implementation of pest management plans.
· Making restoration and maintenance a permitted activity.
· Making weed clearance using hand-held tools a permitted activity.

Consenting Pathway for Quarrying
11. The Association notes the logic of providing the same access to resources needed to enable the undertaking of specified infrastructure as defined in the NPS-F.

12. In general, the Association supports a consenting pathway for quarries.  Quarrying and aggregate are commonly required for the construction and upgrade of electricity generation projects. NZWEA suggests that development of the consenting pathway should consider consistency of approach with the quarrying provisions developed under the NES for Production Forestry.
13. The ‘gateway test’ that applies to specified infrastructure is considered appropriate for quarrying activities.

	About the NZ Wind Energy Association (NZWEA)

· The NZWEA is an industry association that promotes the development of wind as a reliable, sustainable, clean and commercially viable energy source
· We aim to fairly represent wind energy to the public, Government and energy sector
· Our members are involved in the wind energy sector and include electricity generators, wind farm developers, lines companies, turbine manufacturers, consulting organisations and other providers of services to the wind sector
· By being a member of NZWEA you are assisting the development of wind energy in New Zealand and helping to reduce our greenhouse gas emissions to meet climate change targets.
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